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Quivers with Polynomial Identities

Giovanni Cerulli Irelli, Javier De Loera Chávez and Elena Pascucci

Abstract. We provide a topological characterization of quivers whose path algebra satisfies a poly-
nomial identity. This class includes the oriented cycle and acyclic quivers and, in the latter case, we
describe the associated T-ideal. We introduce a generalization of Arnold’s A-graded algebras, which
we call locally A-graded algebras, and prove that they are also PI. We give an example of a quiver
algebra satisfying a polynomial identity, even if the path algebra of the quiver does not.

1. Introduction

An algebra over a field F is called PI if there exists a non-commutative polynomial
whose evaluation in every tuple of its elements is zero. Such a polynomial is then called a
polynomial identity for the algebra. For example, if A is commutative then a polynomial
identity for A is x1x2 − x2x1. We say that a quiver Q is PI if its path algebra FQ is PI.
Our first result gives a classification of finite PI-quivers.

Theorem 1.1. A finite quiver Q is PI if and only if every vertex of Q lies in at most
one oriented cycle.

Since subalgebras and quotients of PI algebras are PI, Theorem 1.1 provides a large
new class of PI algebras.

The quivers appearing in Theorem 1.1 are not new in the literature: Pere Ara informed
us that they are precisely the quivers for which the corresponding Leavitt path algebra has
finite GK-dimension [5, Theorem 1.1], [1]. The class of Leavitt path algebras associated to
a finite quiver which are PI are precisely those of GK dimension less or equal than one [9,
Theorem 4.1].

Manuscript received 2025-09-01 and accepted 2026-05-04.
Keywords. Polynomial Identities, Quivers, Path Algebras.
2020 Mathematics Subject Classification. 16R10, 16G20.

The authors are supported by NextGenerationEU under NRRP, Call PRIN 2022 No. 104 of February 2,
2022 of Italian Ministry of University and Research; Project 2022S97PMY Structures for Quivers, Algebras
and Representations (SQUARE), by “Progetti di Ateneo” Sapienza Università di Roma and by GNSAGA-
INDAM.

165

https://doi.org/10.5802/art.38


166 Giovanni Cerulli Irelli et al.

In the light of Theorem 1.1, an acyclic quiver Q is PI. In this case we can improve
considerably the result and give a description of the T-ideal Id(FQ) of polynomial identities
for its path algebra, at least in case the field F has characteristic zero.
Theorem 1.2. Let F be a field of characteristic zero and let Q be an acyclic quiver. Then
Id(FQ) = ⟨[x1, x2] . . . [x2m−1, x2m]⟩T where m − 1 is the maximal length of a path in Q.

In the process of proving Theorem 1.1 we encountered a new class of algebras that
we call locally A-graded (Definition 5.1), which are a generalization of Arnold’s A-graded
algebras [6]. Examples of locally A-graded algebras include matrix algebras, upper tri-
angular matrix algebras and their nilpotent subalgebras, the commutative square quiver
algebra, the path algebra of an oriented cycle, the Nakayama algebras. Our second result
is as follows
Theorem 1.3. A locally A-graded algebra is PI.

By Theorem 1.1 we know that the quiver Q obtained by gluing two oriented cycles in
a vertex v is not PI. However, the last result of this paper states that a natural quotient
of Q is indeed PI.
Theorem 1.4. Let Q be the quiver obtained by gluing two oriented cycles C(1) and C(2)
on a vertex v. Let α be an arrow of C(1) ending in v and let β be an arrow of C(2)
starting from v, then the algebra A = FQ/(αβ) is PI.

The paper is organized as follows: in Section 2 we recall facts about PI theory. In
Section 3 we recall basic notions on quivers and quiver algebras. In Section 4 we introduce
our main tool to prove Theorem 1.3, namely the graph theoretic machinery used by Swan
to prove Amitsur–Levitski’s theorem; this section contains also Lemma 4.5 which is used
in the proof of Theorem 1.1. We prove Theorems 1.3, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4 in Sections 5, 6, 7, 8,
respectively.

2. Polynomial Identities

In this section, we report basic notions about the theory of polynomial identities. Stan-
dard references are [3, 13]. We fix a field F . By an algebra we mean an associative algebra
over F . Given a countable set of non-commutative variables X = (x1, x2, . . . ) we denote
by F ⟨X⟩ = F ⟨x1, x2, . . . ⟩ the free associative algebra generated by X. Its elements are
hence non-commutative polynomials in X with coefficients in F .
Definition 2.1. Let A be an F -algebra and f ∈ F ⟨x1, . . . , xn⟩. We say that f is a
polynomial identity for A (or simply a PI for A) if f(a1, . . . , an) = 0 for all a1, . . . , an ∈ A.
If there exists a non-zero polynomial identity for A then A is called PI.
Example 2.2. A commutative algebra is PI. Indeed, it satisfies the polynomial [x1, x2] :=
x1x2 − x2x1, called the Lie commutator of x1 and x2.
Example 2.3. A nilpotent algebra A is PI. Indeed, the polynomial xn

1 is a polynomial
identity for A, where n is its nilpotency index.
Lemma 2.4. The algebra M2(F ) of 2 × 2 matrices over F is PI. Indeed, the polynomial
in three variables [x1, [x2, x3]2] is a PI for it.
Proof. By the Cayley–Hamilton theorem, A2 − tr(A)A + det(A)12 = 0, for every A ∈
M2(F ). In particular, if A = [B, C] is a commutator then A2 = − det(A)12 is a central
element. Thus [A, [B, C]2] = 0 for every A, B, C ∈ M2(F ). □
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Example 2.5. A finite dimensional algebra is PI. Indeed, the determinant in n + 1
variables is a polynomial identity, where n denotes its dimension.

Non-example 2.6. The free algebra F ⟨x1, . . . , xn⟩ in n ≥ 2 variables does not satisfy
any polynomial identity. Indeed, the existence of such an identity would contradict its
freeness.

Definition 2.7. Given an F -algebra A, we denote by
Id(A) := {f ∈ F ⟨X⟩ | f is PI for A}

the set of polynomial identities of A.

We recall that Id(A) is a T -ideal, which means that it is a two-sided ideal of F ⟨X⟩ stable
under every endomorphism of F ⟨X⟩. In simple terms, this means that given a polynomial
f(x1, . . . , xn) ∈ Id(A), if each variable xi is replaced by an arbitrary polynomial gi ∈ F ⟨X⟩
then f(g1, . . . , gn) ∈ Id(A). The following useful properties of T-ideals hold

If B ⊆ A is a subalgebra, Id(A) ⊆ Id(B), (2.1)
If B = A/I is a quotient algebra, then Id(A) ⊆ Id(B). (2.2)

In particular, subalgebras and quotients of PI algebras are PI algebras.
Given non-empty subset Y ⊆ F ⟨X⟩, we denote by ⟨Y ⟩T the T -ideal generated by Y

in F ⟨X⟩.
The following remarkable result provides a description of the T-ideal of the algebra

UTn(F ) of upper triangular n × n matrices with entries in F .

Theorem 2.8 ([14, Theorem 1]). Let F be a field of characteristic zero. Then Id(UTn(F ))
= ⟨un⟩T where

un(x1, . . . , x2n) := [x1, x2][x3, x4] . . . [x2n−1, x2n]. (2.3)

The hypothesis on the characteristic of the field F in Theorem 2.8 is mainly due to
the following result, which holds only in characteristic zero. Recall that a polynomial f
is said to be multilinear if it is linear in every variable, i.e. its degree with respect to each
variable is one.

Theorem 2.9. Let F a field of characteristic zero and let A be an F -algebra. Then Id(A)
is generated by multilinear polynomials.

An important example of multilinear polynomial is the standard polynomial of degree n:
Stn(x1, . . . , xn) :=

∑
σ∈Sn

sgn(σ)xσ(1) . . . xσ(n), (2.4)

where Sn denotes the symmetric group of degree n and sgn(σ) is the sign of the permuta-
tion σ. Indeed, the following remarkable result holds about the algebra Mn(F ) of n × n
matrices over F .

Theorem 2.10 (Amitsur–Levitski [4]). For every n ≥ 1, St2n ∈ Id(Mn(F )).

Notice that the following Leibniz type formula holds

Stn+1(x1, . . . , xn+1) =
n+1∑
i=1

(−1)i+1 xi Stn(x1, . . . , x̂i, . . . , xn+1)

so that
Stm ∈ ⟨Stn⟩T , ∀ m ≥ n. (2.5)
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The standard polynomial is an example of an alternating polynomial. Recall that a poly-
nomial f := f(x1, . . . , xn; y1, . . . , ym), which is multilinear in the first n variables, is alter-
nating in x1, . . . , xn if, for every i ∈ {1, . . . , n},

f(x1, . . . , xi, . . . , xi, . . . , xn; y1, . . . , ym) = 0F ⟨X⟩.

3. Quivers and Path Algebras

In this section we fix notation and recall some basic facts about quivers and path
algebras. Standard references are [7, 8, 10, 16] and [17].

A quiver Q is a quadruple Q = (Q0, Q1, s, t) where
• Q0 is a finite set of vertices,
• Q1 is a finite set of arrows,
• s, t : Q1 → Q0 are two functions assigning to each arrow α ∈ Q1 its starting vertex

s(α) and its terminal vertex t(α).

An arrow α ∈ Q1 is graphically represented as: s(α) t(α)α

Example 3.1. An example of quiver is given by:

1 2 3α β

where Q0 = {1, 2, 3}, Q1 = {α, β}, 1 = s(α), 2 = t(α) = s(β), 3 = t(β).

A path p of length n = l(p) ≥ 1 in a quiver Q is a sequence p = (α1, α2, . . . , αn) of
n arrows of Q such that t(αi) = s(αi+1) for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n − 1; the vertex s(p) := s(α1)
is the starting vertex of p and the vertex t(p) := t(αn) is the terminal vertex of p; the
support of p is the subquiver of Q whose arrow set is {α1, . . . , αn} (thus every arrow of
p appears precisely once in the support of p) and whose vertices are the starting and
terminal vertex of each of its arrows. Instead of p = (α1, α2, . . . , αn) we use the shorthand
notation p = α1α2 . . . αn. To every vertex v ∈ Q0 it is formally attached the path ev which
has length zero and starts and ends at v. The path ev is called the lazy path at v. A closed
path in Q is a path π of positive length such that t(π) = s(π). An oriented cycle of Q is
the support of a closed path. An n-cycle is a closed path with n vertices and n arrows and
it will be denoted by Cn. A loop is a 1-cycle. A quiver is said to be acyclic if it contains
no oriented cycles.

Example 3.2. Let Q = 1α β be the quiver with two arrows and one vertex.
Then π = αβαβα is a closed path and its support is Q. The paths α and β are loops and
the quivers 1α , 1 β and Q are oriented cycles.

Given a quiver Q and a field F , the path algebra FQ of Q is the F -vector space spanned
by all possible paths in Q, including lazy paths. The multiplication of two paths p and
q in Q is the path pq if t(p) = s(q) and it is zero otherwise. The multiplication in FQ is
defined by extending linearly the path multiplication. The set of all paths in Q is called
the standard basis of FQ. A path algebra FQ is finite dimensional if and only if Q is
acyclic.

The path algebra FQ is graded by the length of the paths, i.e. there is a direct sum
decomposition FQ =

⊕
d≥0 FQd where FQd is the span of all paths in Q of length d.

Moreover, the set of lazy paths {ei | i ∈ Q0} is a complete set of primitive orthogonal
idempotents of FQ. Thus FQ admits a decomposition FQ =

⊕
i,j∈Q0 eiFQej . Here,
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eiFQej is hence the vector subspace of FQ generated by paths starting at vertex i and
ending at vertex j. Combining these two decompositions we get

FQ =
⊕
d,i,j

FQd
i,j (3.1)

where FQd
i,j := FQd ∩ eiFQej .

Let m denote the two-sided ideal of FQ generated by Q1. A two sided ideal I ⊂ FQ is
called admissible if there exists a positive integer k such that mk ⊆ I ⊆ m2. The quotient
of a path algebra by an admissible ideal is called a bound quiver algebra. In particular,
a bound quiver algebra is finite dimensional. A quotient FQ/I where I ⊆ m2 is simply
called a quiver algebra.

If an admissible ideal I of FQ is generated by paths in Q then I is called a monomial
ideal and FQ/I is called a monomial quiver algebra. It has a basis formed by paths called
its standard basis.

Example 3.3. For the quiver 1 α−→ 2 β−→ 3 the path algebra FQ has standard basis
{e1, e2, e3, α, β, αβ}. The ideal I = ⟨αβ⟩ is admissible and the bound quiver algebra
FQ/I has standard basis B = {e1, e2, e3, α, β}.

Example 3.4. If Q = 1α then FQ ≃ F [x], the polynomial ring in one variable.

Example 3.5. If Q = 1α β then FQ ≃ F ⟨x1, x2⟩.

Lemma 3.6. Let Q = −→
A n be the equioriented quiver of type An, i.e.

−→
A n := 1 2 · · · n.

α1 α2 αn−1 (3.2)

Then FQ ∼= UTn(F ).

Proof. The map pi,j 7→ eij , where pii = ei, pi,j = αi . . . αj−1 and eij is the matrix whose
only non-zero entry is 1 at (i, j), is an isomorphism. □

4. Unicursal paths

For convenience of the reader, in this section we collect some results and notions
from [19] and also prove Lemma 4.5, to be used later on.

Definition 4.1 ([19, Definition 2]). Let Σ = (Σ0, Σ1, s, t) be a finite quiver with arrow
set Σ1 = {α1, . . . , αm}. A path γ in Σ is called unicursal if it contains all arrows of Σ
exactly once. For a unicursal path γ = ασ(1) . . . ασ(m) we define sgn(γ) := sgn(σ).

Unicursal paths are most commonly known as Eulerian tours [18, Chapter 10].
The flow of a vertex v of a quiver Σ is the number of arrows starting from v minus the

number of arrows ending in v.

Example 4.2. The quiver in Example 3.3 has one vertex of flow 1, one vertex of flow −1
and one vertex of flow zero.

Proposition 4.3 ([19, Proposition 1]). Let Σ be a quiver without isolated vertices and let
i, j ∈ Σ0 be two of its vertices. If there is a unicursal path from i to j then Σ is connected,
every vertex other than i and j has flow zero, if i = j then i has flow zero, if i ̸= j then
the flow of i is 1 and the flow of j is −1.
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•

•

•

•

α1 α2

α3α4

•

•

•

•

Figure 4.1. An example of a quiver and of a Swan quiver

The following result was used by Swan to give another proof of the Amitsur–Levitski
Theorem 2.10.

Theorem 4.4 ([19, Theorem 2]). Let G be a quiver such that

|G1| ≥ 2|G0|. (4.1)

For any i, j ∈ G0 the number of unicursal paths from i to j with sign 1 is the same as the
number of unicursal paths from i to j with sign −1.

We notice that if a quiver Σ admits a unicursal path then it is path-connected in the
following sense: for every two distinct vertices i, j ∈ Σ0 either there is a path from i to j or
from j to i. Moreover, if every vertex of Σ has flow zero, then Σ is strongly path-connected,
i.e. for every two vertices i, j ∈ Σ0 there is a path from i to j and a path from j to i.

We will need the following lemma.

Lemma 4.5. Let Σ be a quiver admitting a unicursal path. If there exists an arrow α ∈ Σ1
which does not lie in an oriented cycle, then Σ \ {α} is disconnected.

Proof. Let π = γ1αγ2 be a unicursal path in Σ. Let Σ(1) and Σ(2) denote the support of
γ1 and γ2, respectively. We claim that Σ\{α} = Σ(1)⊔Σ(2). Suppose, for a contradiction,
that there exists a vertex k in common between Σ(1) and Σ(2). Since s(α) is a vertex
of Σ(1), there exists a path p1 in Σ(1) from k to s(α). Since t(α) is a vertex of Σ(2),
there exists a path p2 in Σ(2) from t(α) to k. It follows that p1αp2 is an oriented cycle
containing α, against the hypothesis. □

We will use several times the following definition, implicitly used in [19].

Definition 4.6. Let A be an algebra which, as a vector space, admits a decomposition
of the form A =

⊕n
i,j=1 Ai,j such that AijAjk ⊆ Ai,ℓ and AijAkℓ is zero if j ̸= k. Let

β = (p1, . . . pm) ⊂ A be a finite subset of elements of A such that p1p2 . . . pm ̸= 0 and
for every h there exists two indices ih and jh such that ph ∈ Aihjh

. The Swan quiver of
β is the quiver Σβ whose set of vertices is {ih, jh | h = 1, . . . , m} and whose arrows are
ph : ih → jh.

Example 4.7. Let us consider the quiver Q shown on the left of Figure 4.1. Let β =
(α1, α2, α3, α4, α1α2). The Swan quiver Σβ is shown on the right of Figure 4.1.

5. Locally A-graded algebras

In this section we introduce the notion of locally A-graded algebras and prove that they
admit a polynomial identity.
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Definition 5.1. Given a positive integer n, a locally A-graded algebra of size n, is a Z-
graded F -algebra A =

⊕
d∈Z Ad with the property that each homogeneous vector subspace

is a direct sum Ad =
⊕

1≤i,j≤n Ad
i,j such that

dim
(
Ad

i,j

)
≤ 1, (5.1)

there exists an homogenous linear basis

B =
{

e
(d)
ij

}
of A which is matrix like, i.e. e

(d)
ij ∈ Ad

i,j , (5.2)

and

e
(d1)
ij e

(d2)
kℓ =

{
δj,ke

(d1+d2)
i,ℓ if Ad1+d2

i,ℓ ̸= 0,

0 otherwise,

where δjk is the Kronecker delta. We say that B is the standard basis of A.

Remark 5.2. If A is a locally A-graded algebra for which there exist d, i and j such that
At

i,j ̸= 0 for all 0 ≤ t ≤ d then
⊕d

t=0 At
i,j is A-graded in the sense of Arnold [6]. This

explains the choice of terminology.

Example 5.3. Let Q be the quiver

•

•

•

•

α1 α2

α3 α4

The bound quiver algebra A = FQ/⟨α1α2 − α3α4⟩ (also called the commutative square
algebra) is locally A-graded.

Non-example 5.4. The path algebra FQ of the quiver in the previous example is not
locally A-graded (with respect to the standard basis) since there are two different paths
with the same endpoints and of the same length.

Example 5.5. The algebra Mn(F ) is locally A-graded with B = {eij}.

Example 5.6. The path algebra of a quiver T whose underlying graph is a tree is locally
A-graded. Indeed, given two vertices there is at most one path between them. In this
case, the stronger condition dim eiFTej ≤ 1 holds.

Lemma 5.7. The path algebra of Cn is locally A-graded.

Proof. Given two vertices i and j of Cn, there is at most one path of a given length d
starting in i and ending in j. □

Non-example 5.8. The path algebra of the quiver

• •α1
α2 α3 (5.3)

is not locally A-graded. Indeed, the two distinct paths α1α1α2α3 and α1α2α3α3 have the
same endpoints and length.

Open question 5.9. It would be interesting to characterize quivers whose path algebra is
locally A-graded.
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The next lemma provides more examples of locally A-graded algebras.

Lemma 5.10. Let A be a locally A-graded algebra with standard basis B. If B ⊂ A is a
subalgebra of A spanned by a part of B then B is locally A-graded. Dually, if I ⊂ A is a
two-sided ideal spanned by a part of B then A/I is locally A-graded.

Proof. It follows immediately from the definition. □

Corollary 5.11. Let Q be a quiver whose path algebra A = FQ is locally A-graded. Then,
for every monomial ideal I ⊂ FQ, the quiver algebra A/I is locally A-graded.

Proof. By hypothesis, I is generated by paths in Q. The result is hence a consequence of
Lemma 5.10. □

Example 5.12. Given n ≥ 2, the algebra UTn(F ) of upper triangular n × n matrices is
locally A-graded. In particular, the path algebra of −→

A n is locally A-graded.

Example 5.13. The algebra of nilpotent upper triangular matrices is locally A-graded.

Proposition 5.14. Every basic Nakayama algebra is locally A-graded.

Proof. Let A be a basic Nakayama algebra. By [7, Theorem V.3.2] there is an isomorphism
A ∼= FQ/I where Q is either −→

A n or Cn for some n and I is an admissible ideal (in particular
A is finite dimensional). It is known that I is a monomial ideal and hence we conclude by
Corollary 5.11. □

The following is our first main result.

Theorem 5.15. Let A be a locally A-graded algebra of size n. Then St2n is a polynomial
identity for A.

Proof. Let A be a locally A-graded algebra of size n. Since St2n is multilinear and alternat-
ing, we need only to check evaluations at pairwise different elements of the multiplicative
basis B := {e

(d)
ij } of A. Let β = {β1, . . . , β2n} ⊂ B be such a choice. The Swan quiver Σβ

of β (see Definition 4.6) satisfies (4.1): indeed, |(Σβ)0| ≤ n and |(Σβ)1| = |β| = 2n.
For every σ ∈ S2n, the element γ = βσ(1)βσ(2) . . . βσ(2n) belongs to a graded piece Ad

i,j

where d = deg(β1) + · · · + deg(β2n) and i and j are suitable vertices of Σβ. Such an
element γ corresponds to a unicursal path from i to j in Σβ. By Theorem 4.4, there is
some unicursal path γ′ in Σβ from i to j with sgn(γ′) = − sgn(γ). Since A is locally
A-graded, γ = γ′ as elements of A and hence they cancel each other out in the expansion
of St2n(β1, . . . , β2n). □

As a corollary we find new examples of PI-algebras.

Corollary 5.16. The path algebra of the n-cycle Cn satisfies St2n. In particular, FCn is
a PI-algebra.

Remark 5.17. The minimal degree of a polynomial identity on FCn is 2n. Indeed, there
are 2n − 1 elements that have a unique non-zero product. More precisely, the Swan quiver
Σβ of the set β = (Cn)0 ∪(Cn)1 \{αn} of all primitive idempotents and of all arrows except
one has a unique unicursal path.

By definition, Nakayama algebras are finite dimensional and thus PI. The following im-
mediate corollary of Theorem 5.15 gives a polynomial identity whose degree is independent
of the dimension of the algebra.
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Corollary 5.18. A basic Nakayama algebra KQ/I satisfies St2|Q0|.

Example 5.19. The algebra FCn/I where I = ⟨αβ⟩ ≠ 0 can be shown to be isomorphic
to a fundamental algebra (see [2]).

6. PI-quivers

In this section, we classify the quivers whose path algebras are PI. For simplicity, we
introduce a name for them:

Definition 6.1. A quiver is called a PI -quiver if its path algebra is PI.

The following is our second main result.

Theorem 6.2. A quiver Q is PI if and only if each vertex of Q lies in at most one
oriented cycle.

Proof. If a quiver Q contains a vertex v which belongs to two oriented cycles c1 and c2, then
the subalgebra B(c1, c2) of FQ generated by c1 and c2 is isomorphic to the free algebra in
two generators. It follows from (2.1) that Id(FQ) ⊆ Id(B(c1, c2)) = Id(F ⟨x1, x2⟩) = {0}
and hence FQ is not PI.

Let us prove the other implication. Thus, let Q be a quiver such that every vertex of Q
belongs to at most one oriented cycle. Let n = |Q0| be number of vertices of Q. We prove
that St2n ∈ Id(FQ). More precisely, we claim that for any set β = (p1, p2, . . . , p2n) of 2n
paths in Q, we have

St2n(p1, p2, . . . , p2n) = 0. (6.1)
If the elements of β are not all distinct, then (6.1) follows by the fact that St2n is an
alternating polynomial. Let us suppose that |β| = 2n. If every product of all the elements
of β is zero then (6.1) holds by definition (2.4). We may assume, up to a reordering
of β, that p1p2 . . . p2n ̸= 0. We notice that every non-zero summand of S2n(p1, . . . , p2n)
corresponds to a unicursal path in the Swan quiver Σβ. We notice that the number of
vertices of Σβ is less or equal the number of vertices of Q, which is n and the number of
arrows of Σβ is |β| = 2n; thus Σβ satisfies (4.1) and we can apply Swan’s Theorem 4.4.
The following is the key lemma to conclude the proof.

Lemma 6.3. Let Q be a quiver in which each vertex lies in at most one oriented cycle.
Let β = (p1, . . . , pm) be a set of paths in Q such that p1p2 . . . pm ̸= 0. Then given two
vertices i, j ∈ (Σβ)0 of the Swan quiver of β, all unicursal paths in Σβ from i to j represent
the same path in Q.

For convenience of the reader, we postpone the proof of Lemma 6.3 below and finish the
proof of Theorem 6.2 as follows. By the key Lemma 6.3 all those paths represent the same
path in Q and thus they cancel each other out in S2n(p1, . . . , p2n). We conclude that (6.1)
holds. □

Proof of Lemma 6.3. We denote by Aβ the subalgebra of FQ generated by β. We proceed
by induction on m = |β| ≥ 1. If m = 1, then there is only one unicursal path in Σβ and
hence there is nothing to prove. Let us assume that m ≥ 2. There are two possibilities,

every arrow of Σβ lies in an oriented cycle of Σβ, (6.2)
there exists an arrow α of Σβ

that does not lie in an oriented cycle of Σβ. (6.3)
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If (6.2) holds, we claim that there exists an oriented cycle C ⊂ Q such that β ⊂ FC.
Indeed, we notice that Σβ is strongly path connected (to see this, we notice that there
exists a path from i to j or from j to i because Σβ has a unicursal path and now we
conclude by the fact that every arrow of Σβ is part of an oriented cycle). Now, p1 is
part of an oriented cycle of Σβ that we call C(1) and thus there exists an oriented cycle
C in Q such that every arrow of C(1) is a path of C, in particular p1 ∈ FC. If C(1) = Σβ

we are done. Otherwise, let p′ ∈ β but not an arrow of C(1). Then there exists a path
q1 from any vertex v ∈ (C(1))0 to s(p′) and another path q2 from t(p′) to v and thus an
oriented cycle C(2) which is the support of the closed path q1p′q2. Since v is both in C(1)
and in C(2), v is a vertex of Q lying in two oriented cycles; since there are no vertices
in Q lying in two different oriented cycles, we conclude that C(1) and C(2) represent the
same oriented cycle C of Q and thus p′ ∈ FC. It follows that β ⊂ FC. Since there are
no vertices of Q lying in two different oriented cycles, then C = Cn is an n-cycle for some
n ≥ 1. Since, by Lemma 5.7, FC is locally A-graded, then, by Lemma 5.10, Aβ ⊂ FC
is locally A-graded as well. In particular, since all unicursal paths of Σβ have the same
length, by fixing a starting and an ending vertex, any unicursal path with those chosen
endpoints represents a unique element of FQ.

If (6.3) holds, then by Lemma 4.5, there is a decomposition of Σβ \ {α} = Σ(1) ⊔ Σ(2)
into disjoint subquivers. In particular, every unicursal path π in Σβ can be written in the
form γ1αγ2 where γ1 is unicursal in Σ(1) and γ2 is unicursal in Σ(2). By induction, every
unicursal path in Σ(1) starting in s(γ1) and ending in s(α) represents the same element of
FQ and every unicursal path in Σ(2) starting in t(α) and ending in t(γ2) represents the
same element of FQ. This concludes the proof of Lemma 6.3. □

Example 6.4. The quiver shown in (5.3) is PI, but its path algebra is not locally A-graded
(see Non-example 5.8).

Non-example 6.5. The quiver shown on the right of Figure 4.1 is not PI, because it
contains a vertex which lies in two different oriented cycles.

Remark 6.6. If every vertex of Σβ has flow zero, then (6.2) holds. The quiver on the
right of Figure 4.1 shows that the converse is not true.

For infinite quivers the situation is different.

Lemma 6.7. Let Aright
+∞ be the infinite quiver with vertex set N = (1, 2, 3, . . . ) and arrow

set (i → i + 1 | i ∈ N). Then FAright
+∞ is not PI.

Proof. The algebra FAright
+∞ is the direct limit FAright

+∞ =
⋃

n≥1 UTn(F ) and Id(FAright
+∞ ) =⋂

n≥1 Id(UTn(F )) = {0} (see also [12]). □

Remark 6.8. In view of Lemma 6.7, Theorem 6.2 does not hold for infinite quivers.

Open question 6.9. Infinite quivers whose Leavitt path algebra has finite GK-dimension
are classified in [15, Theorem 6.4]. In view of the analogy between finite PI quivers and
Leavitt path algebras with finite GK-dimension mentioned in the introduction, it is natural
to ask if the quivers appearing in loc. cit. are PI.

7. Acyclic quivers

In this section we find generators for the T-ideal of finite dimensional path algebras,
i.e. path algebras of acyclic quivers. Notice that among the class of PI algebras the subclass
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Figure 8.1. The quiver C3 ⋆v C4

for which is known a description of the generators of the T-ideal is quite small. For
example, the set of generators of the T-ideal of Mn(F ) is not known unless n = 2 in which
case it is described in [11]. The following is our third main result. (See (2.3) for the
definition of un.)
Theorem 7.1. Let F be a field of characteristic zero and let Q be an acyclic quiver. Then

Id(FQ) = ⟨um⟩T (7.1)
where m − 1 is the maximal length of a path in Q.

Proof. A path of maximal length in Q gives an embedding of −→
A m in Q, because Q is

acyclic and hence the vertices of this path are all distinct. Hence F
−→
A m ⊆ FQ and,

by (2.1), Id(FQ) ⊆ Id(F−→
A m). By Lemma 3.6 and Theorem 2.8, we get Id(FQ) ⊆ ⟨um⟩T .

To prove the other inclusion, we notice that, since Q is acyclic, for any paths γ1 and
γ2 in Q, the element [γ1, γ2] is either zero or a path up to sign; if it is a non-zero path,
it has length l(γ1) + l(γ2) ≥ 1, because [ei, ej ] = 0 for any i, j ∈ Q0. Thus, a non trivial
evaluation of um will produce a concatenation of m paths each of length at least 1, which
is zero by hypothesis. Therefore um ∈ Id(FQ) and hence ⟨um⟩T ⊆ Id(FQ). □

Remark 7.2. Let A = FQ/I be a finite dimensional monomial quiver algebra and let
m − 1 be the maximal length of an element of its standard basis. If F

−→
A m ⊆ A then

the same argument as above proves that Id(A) = ⟨um⟩T . The embedding F
−→
A m ⊆ A is

necessary to have this equality, as the next Non-example shows.
Non-example 7.3. Let us consider the monomial quiver algebra FQ/I where

Q = • •α
β and I = ⟨β2⟩.

We notice that the longest standard basis element of A is αβ but F
−→
A 3 ̸⊂ A. In this case,

it is still true that u3 ∈ Id(A) but it is not of minimal degree. Indeed, u2 ∈ Id(A) as well.
Furthermore, ⟨u3⟩T ⊊ ⟨u2⟩ = Id(A).

8. A glimpse into quiver algebras

In this section, we take a first look at the behavior of quotients of non-PI quivers. The
simplest examples of such quivers arise by gluing two oriented cycles at a common vertex.
We denote by Cn ⋆v Cm the quiver obtained by gluing Cn and Cm at a vertex v (see
Figure 8.1 for the case n = 3 and m = 4)
Theorem 8.1. Let Q be a quiver given by the gluing of an n-cycle C(1) and an m-cycle
C(2) at a vertex v, for some n, m ≥ 1. Let α be the arrow of C(1) ending in v and let β
be the arrow of C(2) starting from v. The monomial quiver algebra A = FQ/⟨αβ⟩ is PI.
More precisely, St

(1)
2k St

(2)
2k is a polynomial identity for A, where k = max{n, m}.
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Proof. Let us use the shorthand
f(x1, . . . , x4k) := St2k(x1, . . . , x2k) St2k(x2k+1, . . . , x4k).

We need to prove that f ∈ Id(A). Since f is multilinear in 4k variables, it is enough to
evaluate f on 4k standard basis elements of A. By definition, these are either paths of
C(1), or paths of C(2) or of the form γ2γ1, where γi ∈ FC(i), for i = 1, 2. Let, thus,
S = (p1, . . . , p4k) be a tuple of 4k such elements. If every product of all the elements
of S is zero, then f(p1, . . . , p4k) is zero. Up to a reordering of S, we can hence assume
that p1p2 . . . p4k ̸= 0. If S ⊂ FC(2) then St2k(p1, . . . , p2k) = 0 by Corollary 5.16 applied
to C(2) and (2.5). Otherwise, let ℓ be the first index such that t(pℓ) ∈ C(1). If ℓ ≤ 2k
then ps ∈ FC(1) for every s > ℓ, and, again by Corollary 5.16 applied to C(1) and (2.5),
St2k(p2k+1, . . . , p4k) = 0. If ℓ > 2k then similarly St2k(p1, . . . , p2k) = 0. □

Remark 8.2. The quiver algebra considered in Theorem 8.1 is not finite dimensional.

Acknowledgments

This project has been supported by the PRIN 2022 SQUARE and it has been presented
in the related conference SQUARE, partially supported by CIRM, which took place at
the CIRM facility in Vason in June 2025. We thank the organizers and the participants
of that conference for many stimulating discussions. We thank Pere Ara for pointing
out the connection with Leavitt path algebras and for his careful reading of a previous
version of this paper. E. Pascucci thanks Pere Ara for the kind hospitality in Barcelona.
We thank Azzurra Ciliberti for useful discussions. We thank Kulumani Rangaswamy to
suggest the Open Question 6.9. We thank the anonymous referee for the useful comments
and suggestions.

References
[1] Adel Alahmadi, Hamed Alsulami, Surender K. Jain, and Efim Zelmanov, Leavitt path algebras of finite

Gelfand–Kirillov dimension, J. Algebra Appl. 11 (2012), no. 6, Paper no. 1250225 (6 pages).
[2] Eli Aljadeff, Antonio Giambruno, Elena Pascucci, and Ernesto Spinelli, On fundamental superalgebras

in PI Theory, in press, to be published in Israel J. Math., 2026.
[3] Eli Aljadeff, Antonio Giambruno, Claudio Procesi, and Amitai Regev, Rings with polynomial iden-

tities and finite dimensional representations of algebras, Colloquium Publications, vol. 66, American
Mathematical Society, 2020.

[4] Shimshon A. Amitsur and Jakob Levitzki, Minimal identities for algebras, Proc. Am. Math. Soc. 1
(1950), 449–463.

[5] Pere Ara and Kulumani M. Rangaswamy, Finitely presented simple modules over Leavitt path algebras,
J. Algebra 417 (2014), 333–352.

[6] Vladimir I. Arnol’d, A-graded algebras and continued fractions, Commun. Pure Appl. Math. 42 (1989),
no. 7, 993–1000.

[7] Ibrahim Assem, Daniel Simson, and Andrzej Skowroński, Elements of the representation theory of as-
sociative algebras. Vol. 1, London Mathematical Society Student Texts, vol. 65, Cambridge University
Press, 2006, Techniques of representation theory.

[8] Maurice Auslander, Idun Reiten, and Sverre O. Smalø, Representation theory of Artin algebras, cor-
rected reprint of the 1995 original ed., Cambridge Studies in Advanced Mathematics, vol. 36, Cam-
bridge University Press, 1997.

[9] Jason P. Bell, Thomas H. Lenagan, and Kulumani M. Rangaswamy, Leavitt path algebras satisfying a
polynomial identity, J. Algebra Appl. 15 (2016), no. 5, Paper no. 1650084 (13 pages).

[10] William Crawley-Boevey, Lectures on Representations of Quivers, 1992, https://www.math.
uni-bielefeld.de/~wcrawley/quivlecsscan.pdf.

[11] Vesselin Drensky, Polynomial identities for 2 × 2 matrices, Acta Appl. Math. 21 (1990), no. 1-2,
137–161.

Ann. Repr. Th. 3 (2026), 2, p. 165–177 https://doi.org/10.5802/art.38

https://www.math.uni-bielefeld.de/~wcrawley/quivlecsscan.pdf
https://www.math.uni-bielefeld.de/~wcrawley/quivlecsscan.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5802/art.38


PI-Quivers 177

[12] Micael Said Garcia and Felipe Yukihide Yasumura, Graded polynomial identities of the infinite-
dimensional upper triangular matrices over an arbitrary field, J. Algebra 667 (2025), 778–802.

[13] Antonio Giambruno and Mikhail Zaicev, Polynomial identities and asymptotic methods, Mathematical
Surveys and Monographs, vol. 122, American Mathematical Society, 2005.
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